Austria and the EU

Fill in the missing words: 

application – enlargement – environment – exports – external – freedoms – investment – legal – member – movement – negotiations – peripheral – profited – projects – referendum – representatives – security – surrounded – Sweden – transit 

In 1989 Austria formally submitted its _________ for membership in the European Union. After successful accession _____________ and a ___________ in which two thirds (66,6%) of the Austrian electorate voted in favour, Austria became a ____________ of the EU on January 1st 1995, together with __________ and Finland.

Austrians have enjoyed the basic ___________ of the EU since then:

· freedom to choose their place to work

· freedom of establishment

· free _____________ of goods, persons, service and capital (= four fundamental freedoms of the EU)

Except for a number of transitional provisions (Übergangsbestimmungen), especially in the area of ___________ traffic, Austria adopted the entire ________ framework (=Aquis communautaire) of the European Union.
Austria has __________ greatly from its membership of the EU:

· foreign direct _____________ has tripled since joining the EU

· Austria has more than doubled its ___________
· Austria is a member of the Euro-zone

· Austria is one of the major beneficiaries of EU ______________; good trade links to and investments in Romania and Bulgaria

· Austria’s ______________ situation has improved after the accession of the former East bloc countries: no __________ border anymore
On the other hand Austria contributed € 2.765 billion to the EU budget in 2012. The money paid into the EU budget by Austria helps fund programmes and ___________ in all EU countries - like building roads, subsidising researchers and protecting the _______________.
The enlargement of May 1st 2004 moved Austria from its ____________ position into the centre of the reunited Europe. This development opened up a new geopolitical dimension: the country is now __________ by six member states.

Austrians in EU institutions

Austria 
has 18 ________________ (of 751) at the EU parliament



has one commissioner (Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for


European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement negotiations)


will hold the presidency of the Council of the EU in 2019 (Jan. – June)
